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FROM THE EDITOR 
As I write, the Adelaide Test Match is “delicately poised”, or is it? By the time you 
read this issue, the result will be common knowledge. But one point to come out 
of this Test Match which I found very difficult to accept, was the weakness (or is 
it fear?) on the part of an International Umpire not to give an on-field decision 
(“Pujara – Run Out (Cummins)”) when the batsman was short of the crease by 
about three feet! One wonders what great International umpires from the past, 
must think of the current situation? 
In this issue I am pleased to be able to bring you some interesting reports from 
umpire colleagues. The first is a report from our 2018/19 VCAUSA/CV inaugural 

scholarship recipient, Luke Edwards. This is the first of two reports which Luke will write for Law 43 
during the season. Secondly, I thank Phil Gillespie for his reflections on the recent international 
women’s T20 series between Australia and New Zealand, played at North Sydney Oval, Allan Border 
Field and Manuka Oval, in late September/early October this year, and won convincingly by Australia 
3-0. The third report concerns the first leg of the Vic/SA Umpire Exchange for this season, for which 
Adam Hawking travelled to Adelaide to umpire in a “double-header” in Adelaide over the last 
weekend in October. 
For this issue it is the turn of Vice-President, Tony Ventura, to present the President/Vice-President 
column and Tony has taken the opportunity to remind readers of several forthcoming events, 
particularly the Biennial Easter Exchange for which I should also draw your attention to the 
Expression of Interest form on page 15. You are urged to complete this form and return it to our 
Easter Event Coordinator, Gerry Schembri. If you would like to learn more about the Easter Event, 
you are invited to view the videos available on the VCAUSA website (vcausa.vic.cricket.com.au and 
then click on the menu item, “VCAUSA Information” and the subsequent hyperlinks, “Easter Cricket” 
and “Easter Promotional Videos”).  
I am grateful to Jason Leonard-Scott for finding the time to pen a few words of advice, for his regular 
column, despite his very busy schedule. Also in another regular column for this season, “The 2019 
Crockett Shield Mission Continues”, I have brought together some interesting statistical data from 
past encounters, which I hope you will find of interest. 
There is one further introduction to a new Panel member, Josh Hallam, which leaves just one more 
new member on whom to publish a “Bio.” I hope I shall be able to bring you this in the January issue. 
“Macca’s Book Review” which this month covers the autobiography of Mark Taylor, is definitely 
worth a read, if you do not already know what made “Tubby” such an excellent Australian batsman 
and Test Captain. If only our current Test selectors could find another “Mark Taylor” right now! 
Regularly in this Editorial column I have invited readers to submit short reports on interesting 
incidents which occur in the matches in which they are involved. There must be many incidents 
worth reporting, but sadly, I do not receive many such reports. One which I encountered on Saturday 
involved a “Beamer” which went straight through to the boundary. In this case, one of the scorers 
asked us to explain how to record the resulting five runs, and as a result he had to get out his “white-
out” to correct his score book. But one wonders how many such wrong records, particularly in 
3rds/4ths, go uncorrected. 
Finally, please record details of future dates for your own diary, to be found in the back-page 
VCAUSA Calendar. For those interested to play in the 2019 Crockett Shield, please note the dates 
for practice sessions, the details of which we hope to be able to give you in the next issue. 

Trevor Finlayson 
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER” 

Well before you know it, we have pretty much reached the half-way mark of the 
season and it’s time to enjoy the festive season. This means sit back and relax 
with the Boxing Day Test Match. This year we take on India, Come on Aussies 
Come on!!  
So I suggest you get that well-earned rest or strike up those brownie points as 
the season schedule really starts to ramp up from January onwards. In January 
the Youth Premier League gets into full swing. These matches offer the 
opportunity for the new panel members to stand with senior and experienced 

colleagues in a more relaxed setting and mostly played on the main Cricket Victoria Premier ovals. 
So make yourself available, even if it’s for a game or two. Your umpiring experience will be 
enhanced.  
I would like to encourage all members to consider attending the various up-and-coming social events 
next year. These include:  
• Bon Ap, restaurant night on Wednesday, 16 January, 2019; 
• Social Cricket Match vs Mount Waverley Vets on Monday, 11 March (Labour Day), 2019;  
• Easter Exchange in Melbourne, 19-22 April, 2019; and 
• VCAUSA Annual Dinner and Presentation Night on Friday, 17 May, 2019.  
Your Committee of Management is very aware of the need to provide value to members for their 
membership. So the only way members can get value is to turn up to these social events, as all of 
these are heavily subsidised, making them great value for money.  
I especially recommend attendance at the Easter Exchange in Melbourne. This offers those 
attending a unique and enjoyable experience and an opportunity to meet like-minded people from 
here and the other side of the border. This is where life-time friendships can be struck.  
Shortly, the Association will be sending out full details of costs and activities. Ideally we would like 
you all to attend every Easter activity. However for those who can’t, you can even decide to attend 
one event, which would still be much appreciated. So get your expression of interest forms back to 
our secretary, Gerry Schembri, as soon as possible. Carn the VICS!  
Finally on behalf of the VCAUSA Committee of Management, I should like to wish everyone a happy 
and safe festive season with best wishes for the New Year.  

Tony Ventura 
---------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 
300 games Chris James Round 7 
100 games Tim Wendelken Round 7 
50 games Mattis van Eck WP1 T20 – 5th Dec, 2018 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRE & COACH EDUCATION 
MANAGER 

Welcome to my December report. 
It is almost inconceivable that we are almost half-way through season 
2018/19. 
Youth Premier League is in full swing and we have the ‘country rounds’ for 
the Under-16 Boys coming up next week. My sincerest thanks to those of you 
who volunteered to stand in these matches. It’s always pleasing to have more 
hands go up than spots available. At Warrnambool we will have Bill Sheahan, 
Will Downey, Lou Tenace and Nick Frampton. In the Latrobe Valley, Samy 
Muthugounder, Russ Turner, Sarah Fishley and Stephen Pitts will be 
standing. 

I am mindful of the large distances some of you are travelling to country centres such as Horsham 
and Benalla and greatly appreciate your commitment and dedication. 
The WBBL season was launched at the CitiPower Centre last weekend with four big matches over 
the two days. Anyone who attended would have been proud at how our home presented and the 
community and fan engagement presented. The five Victorian umpires who stood did us proud 
with their near faultless performances despite dealing with some ‘issues’ that would escape the 
public eye: A new broadcaster, failure of communications radios in one match and music going on 
a bit too long to name a few. 
Making a debut at any level is a daunting event, but to do it on live national TV is another level of 
pressure. I’m rapt to report that Mattis and Greg performed extremely well in their matches and 
drew very high praise from the match Referees and National Umpire Coach on their debut efforts. 
Thanks go also to Dale, Daryl and David who supported the team with such aplomb, whilst 
maintaining their own exceptionally high standards. 
A very successful weekend all around! 
At the conclusion of this round, I will be preparing your Mid-Season Reviews. This will not include 
captains’ comments but will give you a clear indication of where you stand in your current panel 
and in the group as a whole. While this may be confronting to some of you, take the feedback and 
return to the goals you set on MOS at the beginning of the season. Review, refocus and recalibrate 
and set your goals for the remainder of the season. 
Enjoy the break, re-energise and reconnect with your loved ones. Whatever you celebrate, have 
a happy and safe holiday season. 

Jason Leonard-Scott 
---------------------------------------------------- 
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THE 2018/19 VCAUSA/CV SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – PART 1 
As a part of the scholarship, there is a requirement for me to write two reports for Law 43 and as 
this is my first report, I’d like, firstly, to start by thanking the National Panel Umpires, The VCAUSA 
and the CV Umpiring Department for creating and organising this opportunity which has been 
nothing short of amazing so far.  
On-Field 
So far, on multiple 
occasions, I have 
been able to stand 
with some of our 
former and current 
State and National 
State Panel 
Members. This is 
something that I’ve 
only been able to 
do once previously, 
so it’s been really good to talk to them about their experiences and to learn about some of the 
expectations of an umpire at the next level. Having them provide me with feedback after each game 
has been really invaluable, especially in regards to identifying and validating those little one 
percenters that I may or may not be doing. I’d also like to acknowledge the other umpires with whom 
I’ve had the privilege to stand this year, most of whom I’ve known for many years but never had a 
chance to umpire with. All of them have provided me with a lot of good advice which I’ve really 
appreciated. 
Off-Field Observations 
Damian Herft has been a standard feature at most of my games this year and I hate to think how 
many photos and hours of footage he has taken of me. In saying this, I think most people would 
agree that you do get a lot more out of actually watching yourself, rather than just discussing what 
you may or may not be doing, afterwards. I’d like to thank Damian for the time that he’s put in so far 
and I look forward to seeing him a few more times before the season runs out. 
On Saturday, 16th and Sunday, 17th November, I was scheduled to go to Geelong for the two-day 
game between Geelong and Essendon. Kent Hannam who is on the Supplementary Referees’ 
Panel and alternates with Damian as Match Referee for all Futures League, WNCL and WBBL 
matches held in Victoria, was in attendance on the Sunday. After introducing himself, Kent stayed 
the whole day and assessed my performance as if I was an umpire in one of those games and we 
then caught up after the game to discuss my performance. Having never been observed by Kent 
before, it was just a really good opportunity to have a different person provide me with his own 
observations and opinions in regards to my umpiring. One thing that Kent did for me that I thought 
was pretty cool was that he kept a log of all the appeals/decisions in which I was involved throughout 
the day. He provided me with some really good feedback in relation to those appeals, especially 
around body language, perception and the consistency with which I handled each appeal. 
Shadow Match Referee 
On Tuesday, November 6th (Melbourne Cup Day) I was given the opportunity to shadow Match 
Referee, David Talalla, on Day 4 of the Sheffield Shield Game between Victoria and South Australia 
at the MCG. David Shepard was umpiring in his first Shield Game alongside Phil Gillespie, with 
Victoria needing only 102 runs for victory. 

   
Luke Edwards in One-Day (left) and Two-Day (right) action (Pictures courtesy Damian Herft) 
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After picking David up from his hotel, we ended up getting to the MCG about 30 mins before the 
umpires arrived. This allowed us some time to set up his equipment (laptops, radars, etc.) in the 
Match Referees’ Box (which doubles up as an AFL Coaching Box and the 3rd Umpire’s Box) before 
they arrived. We then caught up with David and Phil in the Umpires’ Rooms which are relatively 
huge in comparison to such facilities at premier grounds and we then headed out to inspect the 
ground. Having loved cricket and footy since I was a kid, I’ve always aspired to play or be on the 
MCG, so this was a pretty special occasion for me. Out on the ground I was introduced to Matthew 
Page who is the Head Curator of the MCG and who looks after the ground during the cricket season, 
and Michael Salvatore who is actually Matt’s boss but mostly looks after the ground during the AFL 
season. It started to rain quite heavily while we were out there, so we left the curators to do their 
jobs and came back inside. 
David and I eventually ended up back in the Match Referees’ Box so that we could oversee the 
ground and so that he could show me some of his responsibilities during a game. One of these is to 
keep track of the over rates which is all done on a Calculations Spreadsheet. The sheet is split into 
three distinct sections; one is for times (start/breaks/finish), one for predefined allowances (2 min 
for each Wicket, 4 min for Drinks) and the last for other allowances which are usually relayed to the 
Referee by the umpires. It was interesting to me that Penalty overs were calculated for the whole 

match, so a team could be down an over after the first 
innings, be up two overs in the second and not be 
penalized. The Match Referee’s other main responsibility is 
to keep a log of every appeal, the decision made by which 
umpire and whether it was correct, incorrect or there was 
insufficient evidence. While in the box, we were also 
communicating regularly with David and Phil about the 
condition of the ground.  
At one stage, we decided to go for a walk to look for Matt to 
check how long it would take to clear the water. We didn’t 
actually end up finding him but we did inadvertently get to 

see the sheer amount of equipment and machinery to which that the groundsmen have access. We 
were also treated to a buffet style lunch which was just sensational. 
After an attempt to make a start at around 4:00 pm was 
tarnished by further rain, the match was officially called off 
about an hour later. I was then invited into the post-match 
meeting which included David, Matt, Peter Handscomb (Vic 
Captain), Jake Lehmann (SA Captain) and Rebecca Barker 
(Cricket Operations Officer). This was an opportunity that not 
even National Panel Umpires have been afforded so I was 
definitely very fortunate to be involved. I won't disclose what 
was said in the meeting out of respect for the two umpires 
and the other attendees but I was really impressed by the 
quality of the feedback that the two captains where providing. 
For those of us who have experienced a post-match meeting 
before, usually you don’t get a lot out of them as the captains just don’t want to be there or in the 
case of under-age captains, they are sometimes a little intimidated by the whole situation. Peter and 
Jake clearly recognised and understood the importance of these meetings and they provided David 
(Umpires) and Matt (Ground Staff) with some really solid feedback which included some constructive 
criticism as well as praise for their performances. Throughout the meeting, David was busy taking a 
ton of notes which he then summarised and communicated the main points to both David and Phil. 

 
The MCG on Cup Day, 2018 (Picture courtesy 

Luke Edwards) 

 
A bleak day a the MCG, Cup Day, 2018. 

(Picture courtesy Luke Edwards) 
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I should personally like to thank David for the opportunity in allowing me to spend the day with him. 
I learnt a hell of a lot and I look forwarded to working with him again in the future. 

Luke Edwards 
------------------------------------------------------ 

MEET ANOTHER NEW PANEL MEMBER 
Josh Hallam: I've been involved in cricket since as long as I can remember. I 
won my only premiership in my first year of cricket out in Stawell’s under 13s, but 
I found a cricketing home in the juniors at East Ballarat CC. My passion for cricket 
led me to take up umpiring juniors at the age of 16. Except for a year as coach of 
a junior side, I have umpired ever since. I umpired every game I could and 
reached a high standard with the local association while still playing on Saturday 
afternoons. Looking to take on a new challenge, I started with the Mercantile 
Cricket Association on Sunday afternoons in 2015/16 and the standard of 
umpiring and coaching there helped me grow as an umpire. 

If umpiring is my first cricket passion, The East Cricket Club is the second. I joined the committee at 
17 and have served there since. I organise the Woolies Blaster program, have tended the bar, 
served as secretary, coached, seen Matt Short rise through the ranks since under 12’s and several 
others go into Premier cricket. When the opportunity came up to umpire with CV, it was time to put 
away the bat, and the club have supported the move. 
I’ve been with my girlfriend Sharra for nearly eight years, and while, like the rest of my family, she 
has zero interest in cricket, she is my biggest supporter to develop and grow as an umpire.  

----------------------------------------------------- 

MCC ANNOUNCES PLANS TO AMEND ‘BEAMER’ LAW 

The Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) has announced that it intends to amended the Law which 
concerns the bowling of dangerous and unfair, non-pitching deliveries, or ‘beamers’. The Law 
published in October last year imposed stricter penalties on a bowler who delivers a full toss over 
the batsman’s waist, but the MCC says that feedback to them “strongly" suggests that the new 
sanctions were "overly severe", "especially to younger bowlers". 
The Club said on Wednesday, “in many cases, Governing Bodies introduced their own Playing 
Conditions that rendered the new Law irrelevant". In response, its Laws sub-committee has 
reviewed Law 41.7 and – with the support of its Cricket Committee, World Cricket Committee and 
the full MCC Committee – agreed that it should be adjusted, with effect from the start of April next 
year. That, it says, will "allow umpires to make a more subjective decision over which deliveries are 
dangerous”. 
The ‘beamer’ change and what are described as "other minor clarifications and corrections" from 
the first edition of the 2017 Laws Code will also be incorporated into its second edition. Just what 
the other changes will be was not mentioned but they are to be confirmed by early January ahead 
of universal adoption from next April, the start of the new season in some parts of the northern 
hemisphere. The MCC’s Laws eLearning platform will also be updated in the New Year to reflect 
the amendments. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2644-13237, 15th November, 2018) 
 



Volume 25 Number 4 2018-2019 Page 9 
 

THE WOMEN’S T20 INTERNATIONALS: AUSTRALIA VS NEW 
ZEALAND - 2018 

Earlier this season, I was appointed to my first women’s T20 internationals between Australia and 
New Zealand. It is an honour to be selected to officiate an international cricket match and I was 
fortunate to be appointed with fellow Victorian, Shawn Craig, Tasmanian, Sam Nogajski, and match 
referee, Steve Bernard. There were two fourth umpire appointments, Claire Polasak (NSW) and 
Donovan Koch (QLD). 
Prior to an international series, umpires, coaches, captains 
and administrators meet for a pre-tournament briefing. A 
number of items are discussed, including: 
• timings of arrival; 
• marketing events; 
• television demands; 
• security; and 
• venue inspections. 
During our venue inspection at North Sydney Oval, the 
officials identified an issue with advertising at either end of 
the ground. The advertising was white in colour which could 
have the potential to impact an umpire’s line of vision when 
officiating at the bowler’s end. This was rectified through 
consultation with CA staff and the sponsors. This highlights 
the importance of inspecting the venue and ground prior to a 
match. 
In game 3, I was appointed as the 3rd umpire. This was the first time I was the television umpire for 
an international match. For those who know little about the 3rd umpire role, it is a challenging one to 
say the least. Our umpire careers are selected on performance on-field. The television umpire role 
is completely different and takes time to adjust to. To put it into perspective, it involves four screens 
within the room for: 
• front foot (during these matches, the on-field umpire can refer a check for a fair delivery on 

dismissal of a batsman); 
• ball count, score board, over rates etc; 
• live coverage; and 
• delayed coverage (approximately three seconds). 
Furthermore, during the match you are required to manage the following: 
• referrals from on-field umpires for decisions (out/not out) and no balls (all no balls for referrals or 

dismissals); 
• over rates; 
• ball counting; 
• bowlers overs; 
• communication with the director on referrals, commercials and general laws/playing conditions to 

assist the broadcast; and 
• stakeholder engagement with the statistician (particularly important with assisting commentator 

knowledge), match-day manager and scorers.  
Your routines as the television umpire are different and take time to perfect. For me, on each delivery 
I try to watch the screens approximately 65% of the time (when the ball is live) and the field of play 

 
Phil Gillespie officiating during the T20 
Internationals, Australia vs New Zealnd 

(Picture courtesy Getty Images) 
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35% (when the ball is dead). This balance will be dependent on the ground and the position of the 
3rd umpire box. For this particular match, after the ball became dead, I was able to watch the front-
foot screen which I requested be delayed seven (7) seconds. I found this routine sound and provided 
me with an opportunity to let the on-field umpires know if the front foot was tight. As mentioned, the 
on-field umpire can only alter his/her decision for a no ball when a batsman is dismissed. 
At the conclusion of each match we are provided with 
immediate feedback from the match referee on all aspects 
of our match, with particular focus on: 
• attitude and teamwork; 
• preparation; 
• match management; 
• decision making; and  
• technique. 
These five attributes are the basic fundamentals of a great 
umpire and I am continually seeking improvement in these 
areas. 
One thing I have quickly become accustomed to in 
televised matches is the accuracy to which our decisions 
are scrutinised. When making a decision on a run out, 
caught, no ball or LBW, the decision is judged in millimetres (or less). With LBW in particular, the 
percentage of the ball that is pitching/impacting in line (or not) or hitting the stumps, determines the 
accuracy of your decision. If there is more than 50% pitching/impacting outside the line then you will 
be recorded with an error. This is the reality of umpiring at 1st class level now. You need to be 
prepared for technology and the impact this has on the expectations of scrutiny towards your 
decision making. 
As most of you are aware, the result was a 3-0 win to Australia. This team is one of the best teams 
I have umpired. There is enormous depth, coupled with a strong culture and leadership. Cricket 
Australia should be very proud of what this team represents, in the light of recent events. 
Overall, my experience in these matches was very positive. The opportunity to further develop my 
skills in an international environment is another step in my pathway to becoming a better umpire. 

Phil Gillespie 
----------------------------------------------------- 

US BOWLER RECEIVES WARNING OVER ‘SEND-OFF’ 

United States of America bowler, Monank Patel, has received a warning and handed one disciplinary 
demerit point after giving a batsman a ‘send off’ in his side’s World Cricket League Division 3 match 
against Kenya in Oman on Monday. Patel was found to have used “language, actions or gestures 
which disparage or which could provoke an aggressive reaction from a batsman upon his/her 
dismissal during an International Match”. 
The incident happened in the 5th over of Kenya’s innings when Patel pointed in the direction of the 
pavilion after dismissing Kenya batsman, Irfan Karim. The bowler admitted to the offence after the 
match and accepted the sanction proposed by Tournament Referee.  

(from Playing the Game, No. 2644-13239, 14th November, 2018) 
 

 
Phil Gillespie (left) and fellow Umpire, Sam 

Nogajski from Tasmania, take the field. 
(Picture courtesy Getty Images) 



Volume 25 Number 4 2018-2019 Page 11 
 

2018/19 VIC/SA UMPIRE EXCHANGE 
The weekend of SINS, I received a phone call from Jason, asking if I was available the last weekend 
in October (27th and 28th) to travel to Adelaide to umpire in two of their Premier Cricket games. Even 
if I was busy, my calendar would be freed up! The week leading up to the exchange was very busy 
personally, but on the Thursday before I was due to go, I received phone calls from the two umpires 
with whom I would be standing, Dhaval Batt who I would be with on the Saturday and Darran Swain 
on the Sunday. Both games would be One-day games played under very similar playing conditions 
to our own. 
An early start on Saturday morning had me up and at the airport by 6:00 am for my 7 o’clock flight 
to Adelaide. I arrived into Adelaide a little early and Dhaval was not quite at the airport, but he was 
only five minutes away. He picked me up and we headed to a local coffee shop for an early morning 
coffee and to get to know each other before our game. Dhaval has been umpiring in the Firsts for a 
few years and has recently been to the Northern Territory to umpire in some lead-up games to the 
season. We both got on really well and I was looking forward to our game at Gliderol Stadium in 
Glenelg. This ground hosted the Final of the 2016 Sheffield Shield between South Australia and 
Victoria, so my expectations were pretty high. My first game was between Glenelg and East Torrens. 
It was in our pre-game discussion that I met Lynton 
Donisthorpe. Lynton is one of SACA’s umpire coaches and 
he called in to introduce himself and was going to take a few 
pictures throughout the morning. He was also going to be at 
my game on Sunday, and would be involved in the post-game 
meeting with the captains. 
East Torrens won the toss and batted first, I thought that a 
total of at least 230-250 would be needed on this wicket. 
Glenelg has a pretty good bowling attack and bowled East 
Torrens out in the 47th over for 187, with one bowler taking 
four wickets and with three of the batters bowled. The wickets 
in Adelaide don’t appear to hold the stumps in as well as 
those in Victoria, so any player bowled required quite a bit of 
restoration of the timber. Glenelg chased down the modest 
total in the 37th over, with Danny Irvine hitting an unbeaten 
82. The game was over and done by 4:30 pm. However, 

something that was very new to me that they do in SA, is a 
post-match review of the game between the captains, 
umpires and an umpires’ mentor/coach. The captains came 
into our rooms and sat down, and we went through the 
game, discussing certain decisions. I personally felt that I 
didn’t have the greatest of games, but I needed to put it 
behind me and get myself in a better head space for 
tomorrow’s game. 
Back to the hotel, I booked in and went for a long walk 
around Adelaide to clear my thoughts, organised myself 
some dinner and went back to the hotel for an early night. 
Tomorrow was another day, another game and I was 
determined to have a better game than today’s. 

 
Adam Hawking (left) and Dhaval take to the 
field for Glenelg vs East Torrens, 27th Oct. 

(Picture courtesy Lynton Donisthorpe) 

 
Glenelg vs East Torrens, 27th Oct. (Picture 

courtesy Lynton Donisthorpe) 
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Darran picked me up on Sunday morning about 8:45 am for the short trip out to Woodville Oval. 
Woodville Oval was quite a big ground, very similar to the Adelaide Oval with short boundaries on 
the sides but very long at the ends. While we were out doing the stumps, SA Umpiring State 
Umpiring Leader, Sarah Fry arrived to meet me. Sarah and Jason worked together to arrange my 
trip. It was great to meet Sarah with whom I had only conversed 
via email. It’s always good to put a face to a name. Today's 
game was between Woodville and Sturt. Both teams were 
missing players involved in the Sheffield Shield at the Adelaide 
Oval, or who were playing in a Futures League game in the 
coming days, so they were unavailable. Woodville won the toss 
and decided to put Sturt in to bat. I was a bit surprised, it looked 
a pretty good pitch to bat on.  

Sturt was bowled out in the 
50th over for 271, with their 
captain, Ziggy, making 
111, and Corey Kelly 
coming in at No. 6, hitting a 
brilliant 96* from just 73 
balls. I didn’t have very much to do in the first innings, two 
stumping appeals, one was out, one wasn’t! Sturt's total always 
felt as if it was going to be too much for Woodville, with 
Woodville eventually being bowled out in the 40th over for 174. 
Our post-game meeting was uneventful, we had both had a 
pretty good straightforward game. The only thing that we missed 
was a fielding infringement during one of the powerplays for too 
many fielders outside the circle. We sorted it out, at the end of 
the day we got the decision right but it probably didn’t look the 
best from a spectators’ viewpoint.  

On the Sunday night the SACUSA umpires had organised a 
dinner at the Maid of Auckland (a local pub) where I could 
meet a few of their 1st and 2nd XI umpires. It was a great 
opportunity for us all to talk about the weekend's games and 
some of the unusual things that occurred. The catch-up after 
the game is a really great initiative. After having dinner and 
a few drinks, Darran dropped me back to my hotel so that I 
could get myself packed and organised for my flight home on 
Monday morning.  
The weekend was a great experience, with the opportunity 
to work with some new umpires in a different state and 
different playing conditions. It isn’t something that happens 
every week, but it truly brings out the best in you. The Vic/SA 
exchange is a great initiative of both state umpires’ and 

scorers’ associations and it was an absolute honour to be involved in the exchange. I am very 
grateful for the experience and the opportunity afforded to me by Cricket Victoria and SACA, and 
for the hospitality shown to me by Dhaval, Darran and all the Premier Cricket umpires of SACUSA. 
I hope that the exchange continues and that future umpires who have the opportunity to go to 
Adelaide get as much out of the experience as I have. 

Adam Hawking 

 
Dhaval Batt, Adam Hawking and Darran 

Swain, at Sunday night gathering in Adelaide 

 
Adam Hawking (left) and Darran Swain 

take the field at Woodville Oval, 28th Oct. 
(Picture courtesy Lynton Dpnisthorpe) 

 
Umpire discussions, Woodville vs Sturt, 

28th Oct. (Picture courtesy Lynton 
Donisthorpe) 
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THE 2019 CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION CONTINUES 

Some Crockett Shield Player Statistics 
As we all know, cricket is a game which has created many books full of 
statistics featuring team scores, partnerships, batting and bowling 
averages, etc., etc., and the biennial Crockett Shield match is no 
exception.1 

The “high” and “low” of team batting performances for the VCAUSA are the 
234 (all out) scored in 2011 in a match played on a hard wicket at Cricket 
Willow near Daylesford, which the VCAUSA won by 115 runs, and 55 (all 
out) in 1971, in a match played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, Victoria, 
which the South Australians won easily by two wickets and 124 runs.  
Comparable statistics for the SACUSA are a “high” of 9/191 at Scotch 
College, Adelaide, in 2013, which was sufficient to give them a win by 53 
runs, and a “low” of 51 (all out) in 1979, in a match also played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, Victoria, 
which the Victorians won by seven wickets.   
Based on these “lows” in batting performances by both teams, it is perhaps a good thing that the 
2019 Crockett Shield match will not be played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, but rather at the Heinz 
Southern Districts Cricket Club, K.M. Reedy Reserve, Pound Road, Hampton Park, a cricket ground 
on which a perfect batting wicket could be prepared even in the middle of a Melbourne winter. (See 
Law 43 Vol. 25, No. 1, p. 7.) 
Amongst the statistics for the respective wicket partnerships for each Association, there is only one 
century partnership each, amongst the records for all wickets, 1st to 10th.  These are 101 for the 
second wicket for the SACUSA in 2009, shared by Stan Cordwell (57) and Mick Sheppard who 
finished the innings on 85 N.O. and 133 for the fifth wicket for the VCAUSA in 1987, shared by 
Tony Bramwell (59) and Len King who was dismissed for 96. 
Amongst the statistics of individual performances, figures of 5/21 and 63 N.O. by Tony Crafter in 
1977 stand out for the South Australians while 6/32 and 35 by J. McLean in 1949 and 3/6 and 58 by 
Stephen Brne in 2011, are worth noting for the Victorians.  There have only been two centuries 
recorded by batsmen, 117 by Max O’Connell in 1967 for South Australia and 111 N.O. by Chris 
Dalkin in 2005 for Victoria.   
Bowling statistics are somewhat more noteworthy with five or more wickets being recorded on eight 
occasions for Victoria:  6/32, J. McLean (1949); 6/44, Merv Barker (1961); 5/11, Chris Stevens 
(2001); 5/17, Tony Gamble (1979); 5/26, Ian McGregor (1997); 5/28, G. Wetenhall (1955); 5/29, 
Peter Hooper (1965); and 5/35, Geoff Hamilton (1975).  There are six figures of five or more wickets 
for South Australia:  7/22, Jack Novak (1967); 6/10, Claude Wigglesworth (1947); 5/11, Ray Thomas 
(2001); 5/21, Tony Crafter (1977); 5/24, Terry Murch (2011); and 5/33, Jack Kierse (1953). 
With the aim of matching any of these excellent Crockett Shield team or individual performance 
records as a player or encouraging the VCAUSA team as a spectator, you are encouraged to 
complete and return the “Expression of Interest” form printed on p. 15 of this issue or available from 
the VCAUSA Secretary and Easter Convenor, Gerry Schembri. 
1. SACUSA v VCAUSA records of Matches for the R.M. (Bob) Crockett Shield seventh edition, 2017, ed. B. Ellemor. 

Ed. 

 
The coveted Crockett 

Shield, currently held by 
the VCAUSA 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Time to Declare – Mark Taylor (Pan Macmillan, Sydney, 1999) ISBN 0 330 36184 8 
Mark Taylor grew up in rural New South Wales.  His first bat was plastic and he played on a backyard 
pitch that had a great big hole where the batsman stood.  The family moved wherever the bank sent 
his father, who was a valuer with the Rural Bank of NSW.  Both parents were good at tennis, but 
cricket was not part of the gene pool.  Taylor Senior would often umpire for both ends and score at 
the same time in junior games.  If he gave his son out, it sparked an argument and a family saying 
that “Mark has never been out in his life!” 
He was a determined school-boy cricketer, getting his Dad to bowl to him for hours against the 
garage wall.  If he got upset at going out, he would storm into the house, watch TV to calm down 
but, keep his pads on, ready to return to the crease when he could coax Dad into bowling again.  
Mark would use the garage wall as a fielding aid – throwing a golf ball at the wall so that it ‘snicked’ 
a metal bin lid or a stool and that was the ‘nick’ that he had to take.  He would later go on to take 
157 catches in 104 Tests, most of them in the slips and 51 times from the bowling of Shane Warne. 
As a captain, Taylor led Australia in 50 Tests, winning 26 and drawing 11.  This resulted in 11 series 
wins over five years in one of the most successful eras in Australian cricket.  However, when Taylor 
was told over the phone that he was unanimously picked as Allan Border’s successor, the selectors 
had arranged for a plane ticket from Moree in country NSW to Sydney for a press conference – but 
in the name of Peter Taylor – to throw the media off the scent.  Moree Airport took a long time to be 
convinced that Mark was the intended recipient of the ticket and not the man who had driven him to 
the airport! 
One night before a Test match at the Adelaide Oval, Taylor and the team had dinner with Sir Donald 
Brandman who told them, “You are custodians of the game.  While you are in the game, do 
everything you can to make the game better …the game is always going to be bigger than you, and 
in time inevitably surpass you.”  After equalling Sir Donald’s highest score of 334 against Pakistan 
in October, 1998 and then declaring with a 600 run lead, Taylor was gratified to learn that Bradman 
was pleased that the record of 334 was now shared by them both.  Sir Donald wrote to him a month 
later, “It was extremely generous of you to declare when our scores were level – a most 
sportsmanlike act – when you could have so easily gone on to take the record for yourself.  Your 
recognition of the interests of the team will never be forgotten.” 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

INTERNATIONAL REFEREE LEAVES SRI LANKAN SELECTOR PANEL 
International match referee, Graeme Labrooy is no longer a member of Sri Lanka Cricket’s men’s 
National Selection Panel (NSP). Labrooy, a long-time member of the International Cricket Council’s 
(ICC) second-tier Regional Referees’ Panel (now the International Panel of Match Referees), who 
headed up the NSP as its chairman, joined the group in September last year. 
There was a suggestion at the time that holding the two positions simultaneously could represent a 
conflict of interest for the 54-year-old, but last month the ICC indicated publicly the matter wasn’t an 
issue because it would not appoint him to oversee international fixtures where they perceived a 
potential conflict could arise. 

 (from Playing the Game, No. 2654-13283, 26th November, 2018) 
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VCAUSA / SACUSA Easter Exchange – 2019 
 

 Expression of Interest  
 

MELBOURNE - Friday 19th April to Monday 22nd April 2019 
 

Easter preparations are underway and the VCAUSA committee of management are 
seeking expressions of interest from members for early planning purposes. 
 
Respondents will be forwarded a booking form and be kept informed of all Easter 
developments and updates as they occur. 
 
Anyone thinking about attending Easter either as a player or general participant 
should complete the form below and return to the Easter convenor. 
 
 
NAME: 
 

 

PARTNER or CHILDREN:  
 

 

PLAYER (YES or NO):  
 

 

BEST CONTACT DETAILS:  
 

 

 
 
A brief outline of the 2019 Easter programme is as follows: 
 
Friday Evening 19th April 2019:  Welcome Dinner at Glen Waverley Novotel Ballroom 
 
Saturday 20th April 2019: Crockett Shield Cricket Match & Lunch – KM Reedy Reserve, Hampton Park 
 
Saturday Evening 20th April 2019:  Celebration Dinner at Glen Waverley Novotel Ballroom 
 
Sunday 21st April 2019: Family Day Event & Lunch at Glen Waverley Bowls Club 
 
Monday 22nd April 2019: Farewell Breakfast at Novotel Oakleigh Room 
 
 
Please return the attached expression of interest directly to our Easter convenor: 
 
Gerry Schembri 
PO Box 1284, Mountain Gate VIC 3156 
98018708 or 0409 817 719 
gerry.schembri@gmail.com 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2018-19, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Thursday, 13 December, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Wednesday, 16 January, 
2019, 6:30 pm 

Restaurant Night Bon Ap, Restaurant, 193 
Brunswick St., Fitzroy 

Tuesday, 22 January, 
2019, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue to be confirmed 

Thursday, 24 January, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

VCAUSA BBQ at 6:00 pm 
& CV T&D at 7:00 pm 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda  

Tuesday, 19 February, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 5 March, 2019, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Wednesday, 6 March, 
2019 

Crockett Shield Cricket 
Practice 

Details TBA 

Monday, 11 March, 2019 
(Labour Day) 

Social Cricket Match VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

Tuesday, 12 March, 2019, 
7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting Venue to be confirmed 

Wednesday, 20  March, 
2019 

Crockett Shield Cricket 
Practice 

Details TBA  

Wednesday,  27 March, 
2019 

Crockett Shield Cricket 
Practice 

Details TBA 

Wednesday, 3 April, 2019 Crockett Shield Cricket 
Practice 

Details TBA 

Wednesday, 10 April, 2019 Crockett Shield Cricket 
Practice 

Details TBA 

19 – 22 April, 2019 Easter Exchange with 
SACUSA, Melbourne 

Includes Crockett Shield Match 
(Saturday) and Butler Trophy 
(Sunday) 

Friday, 17 May, 2019 VCAUSA Annual Dinner & 
Presentation Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen 

 

SOME QUOTABLE QUOTES 
Lady Nancy Astor:  “Winston, if you were my husband, I’d put arsenic in your morning coffee.” 
Churchill:  “Madam, if you were my wife, I’d drink it.” 

------------------------------------------------------ 
Bessie Braddock:  “Winston, you are drunk!” 
Churchill:  “Madam, you are ugly. And tomorrow I’ll be sober, and you will still be ugly.” 

(from The Quotable Quotes of Winston Churchill – A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN 9780-
7624-4983-5 (Runniing Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) pp 52 and 53) 


